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THE NORTHERN IRELAND COUNCIL FOR
POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION
THE re-constituted General Practice Committee of Council has now met on three
occasions. The Committee which has representatives from Local Medical Conm-
mittes, Area Boards, The Royal College of General Practitioners, the Dept. of
Health & Social Services (N.I.), etc. is composed of the following:
Dr. W. M. D. Clements Dr. S. Moore
Dr. D. R. DeLargy Dr. R. A. Moorehead
Dr. A. W. Dickie Dr. H. B. Murtagh
Dr. J. J. Doherty Dr. A. H. Simpson
Dr. G. A. Donaldson Dr. J. McA. Taggart
Dr. W. A. Eakins Dr. D. White
Dr. W. A. Gilmore Dr. J. White
Dr. J. Henneman Dr. I. T. D. Williams
Dr. T. Homer Dr. 0. Woods
Dr. R. P. Maybin
Professor W. G. Irwin (Chairman)
Dr. J. E. McKnight (Secretary of Council)
Dr. N. D. Wright (Postgraduate Adviser in General Practice)
Dr. H. Baird (Associate Adviser in General Practice)
Dr. A. G. McKnight (Associate Adviser in General Practice)
Dr. H. Baird and Dr. A. G. McKnight have been appointed Associate Advisers
in General Practice and Council has recently invited applications from trainers for
appointment as course organisers for sessions in Belfast, Craigavon and London-
derry.
NORTHERN IRELAND VOCATIONAL TRAINING SCHEME FYOR
GENERAL PRACTI1CE AS AT 1st AUGUST 1974
13 completed training at 31st July 1974.
1 will complete training at 1st February 1975.
There will be 9 in 3rd year, 16 in 2nd year and 21 in first year at 1st August 1974.
Recruitment is below expectation although expansion continues to take place.
The number who have completed training in the last year was the highest yet
attained. Recruitment is being encouraged from those who have already held
S.H.O. posts in the hospital service and three were recruited into second year and
one into third year.
The appointment of course organisers will allow the establishment of a full
second year half day release course and this course will be held in Craigavon
Hospital as well as in Belfast with a limited number of joint sessions. This will help
to surmount the difficulties of day release.
175HANDBOOK FOR THE TRAINER AND TRAINEE
A Handbook for Trainers has been written by the Associate Advisers. The
Handbook was distributed widely in Northern Ireland and Great Britain and many
helpful comments have been received. A second edition is now in the course of
preparation.
CONTINUING EDUCATION
Attendance at courses in 1973/74 showed an increase over the previous two
years. Part of this increased attendance can be explained by the requirements of
some general practitioners for sessions to count towards their qualification for
seniority payments but the main increase is due to the increased number of
courses and meetings being held in local centres. A one week general course was
held in May 1974 and 11 doctors from Great Britain attended even though this
course coincided with the 'strike' in Northern Ireland. It was quite successful and
favourable comments have been received from our visitors.
In future courses the content of small group discussion of cases encountered in
general practice will be increased. Cases will be presented either as modified essay
questions or as exercises in clinical diagnosis.
A paper on the progress of the N.I. Vocational Training Scheme for General
Practice and including recommendations about future staffing of the general prac-
tice services in Northern Ireland has been approved by the General Practice Com-
mittee and by Council and is at present being considered by other professional
bodies. This paper highlights the inadequacies of the training of some recent
entrants to general practice and makes suggestions as to how this may be remedied
in future.
Trainees who have obtained the D.R.C.O.G.
Dr. A. L. T. Blair Dr. John S. Henry
Dr. Brian Dean Dr. A. M. B. Minford
Dr. Arlene E. Geddis Dr. I. Ali
Dr. H. Ginn Dr. A. T. Brown
Dr. Celia Hadden Dr. N. A. Napier
Trainees who have obtained the MRCOG.P.
Dr. N. S. S. Adair Dr. Agnes McKnight
Dr. W. J. S. Baird Dr. P. I. Munro
Dr. D. Barker Dr. J. R. Stewart
Dr. J. W. Bassett Dr. Ann Thompson
Dr. R. Cromey Dr. J. B. White
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